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as a proof of fanaticism in him, he was by no means in sym-
pathy with the more intransigent party headed by cardinal
Humbert, nor would he associate himself with those like
Hildebrand (though he felt the attraction of his personality,
and once called him his " holy Satan ") who were especially
concerned with the monarchical authority of the Papacy.
He devoted himself entirely to the spiritual side of the
Church's work and its independence ; as legate, at Milan and
elsewhere, he did yeoman service in the cause of reform.
Stephen IX was the last of the succession of German Nicholas II
Popes, --of whom there had been five in the space of twelve ^nedict x
years.   And now, with the German government too weak Victory of
to intervene, it seemed as if the old story was to be repeatedthe
and the Papacy to be recaptured by the Roman nobles.    The re ormers
Tusculan  and  Crescentii  families  laid  aside  their former
rivalry and united to raise Mincius, cardinal bishop of Velletri,
to the papal throne;   significantly he took the name of
Benedict X.    The leading reformers were many of them
away from Rome at the time, but they met in Tuscany and
chose Gerard, bishop of Florence, a Burgundian by origin,
as Pope Nicholas II.    They were not strong enough to stand
alone, and they requested and obtained the assent of Agnes
to the election.   But it was again the assistance on the spot
of duke Godfrey that was the more effective, and with his aid
Nicholas was enthroned at Rome in January 1059 and his rival
deposed.   This was an amazing victory, since it was achieved
by the initiative of a few reforming cardinals.    It was not
merely the reform of the Papacy by Henry III but equally the
reform of the Curia by Leo IX which had made possible this
first step towards complete papal independence.
Nicholas II was not a man of striking personality in The Papal
himself, and he was Pope for less than three years, but he was ^lectlon
surrounded by men of determined and forceful character, and (1059)
the events of his short Papacy were of outstanding import-
ance.   First came the famous Election Decree of 1059.    The
experience of the previous year made it essential to prevent
the Roman nobles from recovering their control over the
election;   so the first step was to make this illegal.    In
accordance with Church law, election to the Roman as to
other sees was made by the clergy and people, but the parts
taken by each were not clearly defined.    It was now laid down
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